SUCGESSFULLY REDUGING DENTAL.ACJCESS DISPARITIES

MEDIGAID GHILDREN FOUND TO BE UNDERSERVED

In 1999, 71%  In 2000, a lawsuit

of children enrolled in determined the primary factors to be
HUSKY A, a Medicaid program, low reimbursement

received no | levels & cumbersome
dental visit. | program administration.
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Utilization rates of continuously-enrolled More children

Medicaid children under 21 years of age utilize dental

services every
year, regardless
of age, gender,
& race/ethnicity.
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The 2012 utilization rate for Medicaid children

is higher than the national average for privately
insured children, which is 65%.* In Connecticut,
the percentage of privately insured children
under the age of 21 who had a dental visit is 68%.

CAUCASIAN

FINDINGS:

UTILIZATION RATE DENTIST PARTICIPATION
FOR TWO-YEAR-OLDS
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By 2012, 156 of 169 of townships
had dental utilization rates of
60% or greater.

WHAT CAN WE TAKE AWAY FROM THIS?
®

Children’s access to dental care is

linked to robust private provider

participation in the Medicaid
program and a strong dental
safety net system.
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Visit http://www.cthealth.org/publication/impact-increased-dental-reimbursement-rates-husky-a-insured-children-2006-2011/
to read a related policy brief that was published in 2013.

These findings are from an analysis of 2012 Medicaid utilization data commissioned by the Connecticut Health Foundation and conducted by Tryfon
Beazoglou, PhD, Independent Consultant, and Joanna Douglass, BDS, DDS, Howard Bailit, DMD, PhD, and Veronica Myne-Joslin, BA, of the University
of Connecticut School of Dental Medicine, as part of regular monitoring of the impact of thé children’s dental reimbursement rate increase.

*This figure comes from “Nasseh K, Aravamudhan K, Vujicic M, Grau B. Ametican Dental Association.

*This graphic is sharing monitoring and evaluation commissioned by. The Connecticut Health Foundation.
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